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NEWSLETTER INTENTIONS

The intention of this Newsletter is to bring those of us together
~ that are interested in FSB Ripcord, RVN: The events, the people,
the humor, the memories of that time are. ‘being written by those
'who served there. We want this to be a healthy experience for the
Veteran, his or her family or friends. We encourage you to write,
‘call and talk, or send other appropriate material’. regarding the
Newsletter or about Ripcord in general. We’ wish to.improve as we
grow and your input is necessary. . S

However, there may be those Veterane (or others) ‘who are etill
troubled by their exneriences. We regret this gituation, but can
not share reSponsibility for reactions regarding the Newsletter
contents. Ideally, this Neweletter will help all of us to better
cope with a difficult past and move us- toward a rewarding future.

“ CONTACTS/NEW FAGES

‘Mr Rembert G Rollison (D/z 5086) Paul A. Greauk

Mr. Tony Novellio o : Mr. Jim Duffy
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INCOMING
Dear;Chuck,

It has been a long time since I've
‘been in touch with any of you guys
I met at the Reunion in 1987. I -
.often think - of you all, and recall
fondly the fantastic couple of days
we spent together. I was hoping to
- get to Whippany thils past-year but
things sort of didn't work out.

I found this old book entitled "How
to Livetin Vietnam en .10 Cents a
Day", in a footlocker of mine. I
brought the. beok -into work and had
"one of my students draw these - .
pictures from the book. Hope they
give you a few laughs. Heaven
knows, since Ripcord and the whole
Vietnam experience, the laughs for
some guys have been few and far
between :

: Speaking of the reunion, there were

~ people there that I didn't know

personally, but boy, did they ever.

. look familiar. Like Jerry Rodgers,

. I know I saw him before Boy, talk
about de-ja' wvu,

I hope this short note finds you
and your wife in good heallLh and: -
that those I met at the reunion in
DC are doing fine: I hope to see-
- you all at the next one if
possible.

I'm enclosing a emall donetien to
put towards the newsletter and -
maybe if these drawings are
acceptable they could be used. in
the newsletter as well,

“Sincerely, .’

o Bi11 Ayres' e
" Kulpmont, PA- . -

'Dah_EspOsitefl;f
- Ventnor, -NJ¥ -

Dear Chuck,

I served with A/2-506 from April 8,
1969 .thru March 28, 1970. I was on
Hamburger Hill and the DMZ.. I.
left Vietnam as a SSG E~6 after N
coming in as a Shake-n-Bake E:G

..Does scmeone, somewhere have
any type of list of those men
killed from Co. A, whether it be
from Ripcord or other actions? 1'd.
like to think that everyone made it
home alright but the renewed.
interest in the war makes me wonder
about: some of the friends I left
behind..

Thanks,

Art Witnik
Higganum, CT

Dear Ray {Blackie),
In a: land far, far away, it was a ’

place where ‘all -men came together
as equal. H; S

To all of you whe were there 1 need
to say no’ ‘more:

In light of the recent Supreme
Court ruling concerning the burning
of the American Flag, I say damn
them all to hell.

Enclosed is an artiele concerning -
Firebase ‘Ripcord and the flying: of
that flag we all fought for

This picture was taken at Firebase

-Zon, With me is: PFC Robert Weber.:

Sincerely,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

INCOMING (Cont...} WASHINGTON
Hi Blackie, April 13, 1971
Enclosed 1s a copy of a lgtter I Dear Specialist Jestes:
received from President Nixon that
you might consider using for the Some weeks ago one of your neighbors was kind
Ripcord Report. enough to send me a copy of your poem that was

printed in your county newspaper. I just wanted
you to know how pleased I was to note your sup-

Have you ever consldered sending .
port for our Nation's efforts in southeast Asgia,

copies of the Ripcord Report to the

Archives at Ft. Campbe%l » KY, or t? Your own service in Vietnam and your under-

the National Archives in Wash., DC? standing of the situation there lend special

As you know, there 1s a lot of meaning to your encouragement of our search

material in the Ripcord Report that for peace with freedom. When this peace is

describes how Vietnam really was finally won, it will be because of the courage

like. Also, it would be a great ;PdCm“"ﬁhnentofﬂwlnenofourA:nmd
orces,

reference source for future

scholars, Wi ..
ith my appreciation and best wishes for the

years ahead,

Take care,

Sincerely, i

Gary Jestes ’
Hampstead, MD VIETNAM DANCHL CONG HOA w 7{1 /
— s .

Specialist 4 Gary D, Jestes
H&H Co

101st Airborne Division, 3rd Bde
APO, San Francisco 96383

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The plctures of Nerth Vietnamese stamps were‘provided by Bill
Laurie. Thanks Bill,.

And, thanks to Art Wiknik for the coples of the psy-op leaflets.

The "WARNING" card was sent 1n by Joe Evans. Thanks Joe,.

Other pictures are from various 101st Alrborne publications.




SIT/REP

From LZ Oakton

OK. Everybody relax. Now, listen up. The Ripcord Report is not,
I say again, is not a casualty. Its alive and well, thank you;
I've just had it in a holding pattern behind a nearby ridge until
I got this LZ. cleared. 1Its not a great LZ, just amone~shipper,

- but 1t'11 do.

Oakton, Virglnia has been home to Glenda and me for about four
years —+ one of the "burbs" of Washington, DC. - Some of you know
it, some don't. But don't: ‘let that stop you from writing, or
calling, or whatever.-

Back in June {or was it May?) Blackie and John asked me 1f I would
- assume edltorlal responsibility for the Newsletter. "Sure.", I
-said, thinking: and run my own buslness; do my school work; tend
the vyard; and- show up for Natlonal Guard duty every-so-often.
Anyway, sorry GI, and here's the next installment. Hope you
enjoy. Break...

Over ‘the past months I've received mail from Bill Ayres,. Martin
"Doc" Blennon, Al Booty, Art Witnik, Jr“, and John and Blackie.,
Thanks, guys. . ' : R 5 :

Also, ‘Gary Jestes sent some material about Chaplains in Vietnam,
some- of which I've included in this issue.‘ ThanksH&Gary.

; ;

_ With the new: members that signed up this past issue we now: haVe
‘over 180 members on the mailing l1ist. Break...

Of the new members“to the Ripcord Association, I'd like to give a
special welcome to an old friend and:comrad~in-arms., ‘:Rembert @.
"Rollie" Rollison. ' Rollle commanded D/2-506 from 6 March to 25
August 1970, Many of you know about him and his men. ' They were
-the ones who had two days of tough fighting on Hill 1000 just west
of Ripcord after Junior's Recon Team located an NVA mortar .
position. :Rollie and Delta, along with Charlie Company, went to
the aid of CPT Don Workman (KIA) and D/1-506 a few days -before the
evacuation of the flre base. And, it was Rollison & Co. who
pulled my butt out of a sling when Alpha ran up against more-than-
a~-few NVA on 22 July. Thanks, Rollie, from me and a lot of
others. Break... ' _." S

Note: I've got enough material to get this Newsletter out and
half of the next. So... keep the cards and letters coming.




HISTORY OF CAMP EVANS

'From the 3rd Brigade History

(Compliments of Jim Fairhall)

. In a seldom visited area near the northwest corner of Camp
Evans, a heavily rusted barbed and concertina wire fence surrounds
an 1dle patch of land, long overgrown by weeds.

S Near the 3rd Brigade Tactical Operationa Center (TOC) ,
flanked on either side by captured antiaircraft guns and flags of
the United States and.the Republic of Vietnam, a weather-beaten
monument presides over the dusty parade ground to its front.

Scattered across Camp Evans, restlng above the shower houses
and water points, are several once seaworthy crafts, sitting high
and dry as though discarded by some monster tidal wave of. years
past. .

These relics from the past are reminders of the short, but
full history of Camp Evans.: The wire enclosure once served as a
prisoner of war holding point . for.the first o¢cupants of Camp -
Evans, the United States 1st Marine Division. The weathered:
monument 1s dedicated to the namesake of the Camp, Lance Corporal
Paul -Evans, a Marine: hero who was killed in action near the
present site of the camp on December 22, 1966, The landlocked
lifeboats, now used to store water for bathing purposes, were left
behind by the Navy Seabees;,: who bullt a major portion of the
-present day Camp Evans in 1967 .

The Camp's history-wasucontinued-by,the 1st Air Cavalry:
Division which occupied the .northern-Military Region 1 basecamp
during 1968, - In late October of that year, the 3rd Brigade, 101st
Airborne Division (Airmobile), having just moved north to Camp
'Eagle from Phuc Vinh, relocated again to Camp ‘Evans.

Since that time the 3rd Brigade has made a more or leee
permanent home of the Marine«named outpost. :




through the jungles ‘
Praying someday I'm golng
to

Hoping that tomorrow w
bring me '

Just one day closer .\»

To my own country .

Where freedom was. pald lor |
Along, long time ago | ¢

A freedom that without us
These people here might
never know’ = - !

“The Other Slde of the Water.” by
ercus l.eddy

Chronicle Staff Writer

F rom brainchitd to
reality. the dream of Santa Paulan
Marcus Leddy {3 taking shape with
his newly-released album "Carry
Me Home,"

In November 1984, Leddy hadian
Idea. He was attending the un- |
veiling ceremonies of the bronz
statue and Vietnam veterans' Wall
in Washington, D.C. and got an |
idea to write and record an nlbum
for Vietnam veterans. .

Recalling the beginnings of the
concept, Leddy sald, *'1 was

. playing music for a living. I had

. I
. [
By AMY MILLER .. ‘

gone to The Wall in 1984 for thei .,

dedication. I was out there with.
200,000 vets and met a lot of thein
and decided to do an album for 1 .
them. This past Christmas, T !

decided it was time to start on the

project, so I began in Jandary,

“"This {album} is this year's
project, Next year, I'm golng to|:
learn to play jazz gultar,” o

Although he says he hates to
categorize his music, Laddy.said...
his album, released on Friday,; . &
most likely wquld ¢lassify as fpl‘k q
rock.

Find someway hack home e

. Santa Paula Chronicle, Tues,, July 12, 1988-3 '

¥ ‘.n

ietnam vet makes music
for comra des, all of

‘So many days I've walked o
These twisting tralls -} |~

Santa Paulan Marcus  Leddy has Moose Lodge to benelit the Arthritis
Jeleased his album;:‘‘Carry Me Home'" -';*Foundaiion" on - Thursday. Thig
.on Blue Roan Records, He will begin a -~ premotional photograph was taken by
,.tour 1o promolte the album next week  Mark Brodie of Carpinterla. ;
and will play at the Santa Paula

menca



AT write all kinds of music and
I've gone through every style from
folk to country to country rock te
folk rock. But,if I had to-classify -
this, it would be folk rock becaube ,
it Is greatly influenced by Paul |
Simon, Cat Stévens, Bob Dylan d
Nell Young,'" he sald, :

Leddy said he didn’t really get
'!nlerested in musle until he.. .
returned from service in Vietnam,
- “Llistened-to: musicintensely |

during tny childhood, but 1. didnt o

~get into playing until after Viet-,
“naim, I wrote-alot of poetry and se
" the.music just. came. One day,§ .
- jJust started.putting cords behind it -
(the:poetry),” tie said. !. ‘
- After deciding to.go-to'work on:
tha project, Leddy began wriling

the:songs that would appear on the¢ .

album, On Matth'33; he began |
-recording-at Danny: Mcl(lnney |
Productions in.Palmdale with  :
‘Dafiny McKinney and John Thothas, -
producing: the album in the "'16+'-

track, state-of:the-art studio.” The

final-tmasters for the album were
mixed.June: 23 anil the release
came ot Friday; ..

Leddy polnted out that he con-
tracted as much.of the wotk for the
-glbum ag possible: right here ln ’
Santa. Pau]a L :
2 MEeame-to: Santa Paula 14 g
months ago-and I just edopled the

this: ly my home. Pve lved:dn 38
states;-cotning here from. Nevada.
but I plan on stayinghere, 'm |
-even looking for Tand here, :
- ““This ig:my home and T had as -
much:of: the work (on:the album}
done here ‘ag-possible because I'm
& firm: believer in shopping in your
home town: 1 believe what goea |
atound; comes arounds®. = - :
Gt‘aphics on: the album cover ‘

were done by Terri Rericha at
Avant Garde Graphics. The
printing of the tape insert was done
by Mehle Printing and: Leddy,
purchases all of his equlpment and
instruments from McCabe's Music,
‘Leddy said the:high quality of the

 album is a direct reflectlon of his -

“choice of producers,
It was the smartest thiplz I ever

_did, Everyone-involved gave the

* project 179° percent,”"hasaid,

. f ‘Leddy's managet,

He sald he:was amazed at how » -

, easily the:project came together
- and*how- much- -caring went into it, -

even from:the younger people-in-

volved, -

" ¥Gharile (Charles Crews, eleetrlc'
A

- guitarist) and-T-are the only gnes
old efiough to be Vietnain veterans
- and.both:of us.are. The guitar

- experience, The-songs-are:

- Charlié played on- the albutn way -

even in Vietham for a while in Benr
~Cat dnd-it:stil} shows lhe battle
Soars,” he. sujd:

“It. was adot.of work' but I was

lucky to-have a lot of help-and.1*"
was lucky to have:selected =~
musiclany and music that justfif
together, I'had the best, - -
“It's like turning your children

* someone-your-muslé: They can .
dréss your-kids: funny or they can’”

_ " mnaké-them tnto good children,
place. I love-the people here: ancﬂ my

These people made-this album lnt.o
* a'good child,” hesaid, =

The credits of the singers and.
“musicians who worked on the
album are endless, Leddy sald.
Crews has worked with.Tony
Orlando and Dawn, Burton Cutri-
mings and Anrie Margaret, among

Kristina Nichols is a:background.
singer-for Rick Springfield and

" Division, he:spent 19 months in the

- pverlo strangers when.you give , -

- others, Mark Befiedict, eiarinetlst. ‘
. I3 from Ojai. Background singer

* He also has four of his own albums, -

 -anyone who was-touched by the *

* ralsedin Colorado, Leddy entered -

- ~was sént to Vietnani aya
pholographer and “boonlergt’™,” -

18 and, before it gnds Aug. 20, he
anticipates he will have played

- before 400,000 Vietnam veterans.

. One Thursday, Leddy s scheduled -
as the feature artist at an Arthritis -
Foundation benefif concert at the

- Santa Paula Moose Lodge. His

- alburh currently can be purchased

"~ at-the Sanla Paula Alrpott Cafe,
McCabe's Musir and at The Mill.

"People have asked me what is

the: difference between Vietnam
t veterans and the veterans of Korea:

or World War II. My thoughls are
that Yietnam veterans fought and
- died exactly ag the soldlers in other
wars, There were heroes and '
cowards and ihe terror'and un-
certalnty of battle, but (Vietnam’
veterans) did not have the support
of their country,” he said, . )

Leddy sald there are two thlngs :
Vietnam veterans should never do

—*“They. should-never. iry toforget
the war andithey should never
wallow in‘the memories; That is =~ :
true for any soldier, Some Vietnam
veterand just can't move-on with,
life, perhaps that's because to
them, the war has never reached a.
conclusion;,”

“J would like to see the grealest

' "For {wo years after returning to issue be the South V_ie‘tnar_nese and .

the states, I thought of myself as the. lmmense horror-of their lives

- an author and poet. Atter writlng .., 1OW under North Vielnam's rula,

* about 300 odes and poems, 1~ - ¢ rather tham the Injustice done to

* discovered that people would tisten  Amertcan GI's. Certainly we were

to them if you put a few gultar * not ali treated falrly by our country

cords behind the werds," Yesaid, - and -th_&l is a shatrie. Bul, what is
Leddy has written'more than.100 . €0Ing on in-South Vietnam, Laos

sorigs and has recorded 20, Nine of -  and Kampuchea (Cambodla) sa

'his.recorded songs ppear on the ,  ¢rime.”

afbum. and two others, have been Leddy sald he’ hopes his album

" “released as singles: - > can be part of the healing process,
Leddy will.leave Cailfomia to- -+ notonly for Vielnam véterans, but

begin a solo: promotional tour July for a troubled ation as a whule.

backup vecallst Beau Willlams
unseated long-time Star Search
winner:Sam Harris during the last
week of competi{ion onthe show. "

which have been released by
Capitol records; °. . .

The projeet eve_n._has "beén kept in
the family, with Laddy’s father,
Marlon Gilreath, serving as

Aecording to Leddy, “Carry: Me
Home' 1s-hasically an album “for

" Vietnam, War and-the Vietnam s

-inlversal Jn scope, written, perhapa
not asimuch about, the waras.” ‘
because of the. war,* '+ * -*

- “Born-tn: Burkburnett, Texas and

the Unlted States' Army at 17.and 1
t 1

«cotredpondent in May, 1960, A " .,
meimber. of the101st:Alrhorne - i

. Jungles taking pietures and writing.
gtorles. Afler returing to the states:
in 1974, Leddy altended college at i
Abllene Christian College, but qult
lo begin hia folk singing career, ..

t

. "Hrme rs nothmq m the growmg body ofm‘usrc about Viet Nam veterans thatcan compare thh it
: L —John M. DelVecchio
authorof .
- "IhE?:TSth‘yaifey"
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Editor's Note:

" RIPCORD BRIEF'

By_Chuck_Hawkins

In the last issue, Richard Green, Lake City, FL, (Incoming) asked
when Ripcord ‘was established. (Richard also authored the
excellent pilece The Big Lies, which was reprinted with
‘permission of Gallery Magazine ) .

" I'm not the definitive expert on Ripcord. I don't know if any one
‘person ls. General S$id Berry, Acting Division Commander, or :
General Ben Harrison, then the 3d Brigade Commander, know a lot .
about the command and operations environment. But they were both
relative newcomers to the AO when Ripcord reached its climax. Jim
'Fairhall perhaps, comes closest to claiming’ the distinction;
though he is too modest to agree readily. Jim ‘has interviewed
several dozen (if not more) Ripcord vets in the course of doing
research about Ripcord. I commanded rifle platoons in C/2- 506,
and then Alpha Company during a 10 month period which included all
of Ripcord, and as the Battalion Adjutant I researched and
prepared the unit history for 1910. I will state what I believe
to be factual. S . '

Ripcord (Elev. 927 meters) was established on 10 April 1970 on a
hill about the height of its immediate neighbors (Hills 1000, 902,
and 805) on the weetern edge of Nam Hoa Dietrict of Thua Thien
Province (Northern T Corpe) The etraight line distance’ eouthWeet
to the Laotian border ‘from Ripcord is almost 19 kilometers. By
‘contrast, Camp Evans, home for ‘the- ad Brigade of the 101st, lies
about 26 Kilometers northeast of Ripcord Between Ripcord and
'Laoe liee the northweetern end of the A Shau valley. I

Ripcord was not & virgin hill. = It had been a fire base at least
once’ previoue to 1970, and’ perhape more. Was it occupied by the
101st in 19697 ~Or by the 1st Cav in 19687 I don't know. I hope
eomeone out there who doee know will ehare thie information._d

The first combat aseault in 1970 on’ Ripcord was conducted by Alpha
- Company on 12 March. The Battalion CO (LTC Lucas, who was killed
during the evacuation on 28 July) intended for Ripcord to become a
fire base at that time.  Alpha was met with a withering hail of
small arms, RPG, and mortar fire. Men dled. Men were wounded.
And, with assistance, Alpha was evacuated. I contend that 12
March is the starting date for the Battle of Ripcord.

On 1 april Bravo Company combat assaulted onto Ripcord. They,
too, were met with intense enemy fire and were withdrawn with
'heavy losses., 1 April is .the date that appeared in newsprint when
" the battle gained noteriety in the media, and ‘which many believe
is the begining of the Ripcord Battle. But, 12 March is a better
date to commerate. ' ' coT T RN




The hill was finally secured by Charlie Company when they
conducted an early morning ground attack on 10 April. There was
no . enemy resistance that day.

"Ripcord was evacuated on 23 July. This included Bravo Company on
the hill, along with elements of other 101st Division units
(Pathfinders, Artillerymen, etc.}, and Alpha and Delta Companies
from the valley southeast of Ripcord We (Alpha Company aided by
Delta Company) were lifted ocut at 1235 by 21 hueys under the
command of CPT (now Colonel) Randy House, I do not know when the
last 1ift cleared Ripcord. I understand that our Chaplain, CPT
Lee Roy Fox, was on a LOH that went to Ripcord that afternoon (and
" landed?) to ensure that all personnel had been evacuated.

'There was a rumor (which I've heard repeated from time to time)
that one {(or more) US KIAs had been left on Ripcord., This is
unsubstantiated and I believe, just a rumor. To the best of my
knowledge, all men were accounted for, There were, however,
reports by ‘aireal observers (LOH, FAC, F-4s, Cobras, whatever)
that men (preeumably NVA)} had been seen moving across Ripcord
after the evacuation. Perhaps one of these enemy had been killed,
-which might account for the etory. I hope 80, :

For those of you with maps of the area, I offer the following
locations and reference points:

Ripcord —= Y0343193 - - Hill, 805 o~ YD362138'

Hill 1000 —-- YD335192 7 Hill1l 902 ~-~ ¥YD337172
. Coc Muen -- ¥YD318180 . FSB. O'Reilly -- ¥YD324258 .
'.'Camp Evans ~—“YD535322 FSB Rakasan -- YD490198

Dong Ap Bia (Hamburger Hill/FSB Destiny) lies 21 kilometere almost
due south of Ripcord ; Ripcord though certaintly not the highest
hill in the areéa, sat on a watershed. Streams and rivers to the
north ran north into either the Song O Lau or the Rach My Chanh
rivers. The Song O Lau then. heads east and later northeast, and
~the Rach. My Chanh heads northeast. To the south, water flowed.
eastward via the Khe Quaun which would become the Rao .Trang and
finally, the" Song Bo River. ~At.the confluence of the Rao: Trang

. and the Song Bo, just east of fire bases Maureen and’ Kathryn, the

flow of water turns. northerly ‘and heads for the lowlands. Each of
these river systems were traditional infiltration routes for the
NVA., ‘They were used prior to Tet in 1968. The NVA attempted to
uee them in 1969 and again in 1970. ' - _ '




VIETNAM ON TEN-CENTS A DAY

Six simple rules for cheap 1iving in an
Oriental paradise.

1 7,

f \ue'mam §
\‘1{

1. Carry everything yourself. Don't pay
expensive porter's fees.

2. Canned goods are inexpénsive and
: easy to store. Don't eat at pricey
. restaurants +—'cook your. own meals.




3. Go native. See new sights on your own.
Avoid expensive tours.

4, Avoid‘cost]y Tuxuries,

5. Camp out often.
expensive.




* % % VIETNAM Y
With special tooling the Gover-ef our fingst.quality quartz pocket watch has been
exclusively designeg 10‘%0]'::1 Iheﬂ,\/iéfha%}\ aferans National Medal. All moving parts
are Swiss made, L BT

g

This spectacular mélatl Ig ot authentic medal as issued by the

A, $ MINT. Appearing on o, “In honor of thase men and
women, whe yuve and throughout the
world this meda] is

%5 a collectors ftam,

RGET NEVER,
tion of alt procegds :
B

Xuan nay nita 12 ba xuan t¢ Ignb

Nizm nho thuong canh cinh bén long

T&t vin & hoa, nhang, dén, phao banh
Nhung thigu anh, em hiu quanh b& bing .

VONG C{:

Tho nay em g&i dén anh véi nhigu
nguyén ubc, xin-anh ljp tic rdi bén
mé, ding hgi nude non minh... Emtin
ring anh khgng phai la k& bat higo
vong tinh... Anh oi, & biét ching
cha gia lugn lugn tréng ngéng, néi
me gia bubn sém t3i khée than con,
(song lang). Myt minh em rugng vuim
kho bs chim séc, phian con tho bin
bju mgt ben, mdi bude di la moi khé
khin, cuje sinh sdng cing ngiy cang

. ting thidu, nén gia dinh ta ngdy
nay phii sa sit diéu tdn. 48369

6. Whenever possible, use the
~Tocal mode of transportation.




oL' DOC AND THE POKER GAME :

Charles F Hawkins. . _
co, A/2 -606th, May 30,'f Nov. 17, 1970

“Your deai_ Lord My last hand was ‘a ‘bust.
~ An' the hand before ‘that,

T done sat around this table all night and not one oard could I
play. C'mon, Lord, Deal me gomething. Anything. Gimme a chance
to break even. P . L ‘ ' :

You-atEIeaet owe menthat;'Lord;. Are”you listenin'?
. . B o

I got stﬁok.ﬁith ddces, treys,;anfrajeeven. Terrible bad deal;
Lord. The NVA had a full house -- kinge over aces, Tough

I been good, Lord. Moetiy.f I went ‘to Basic,: an' AIT like you
saild to do. I even went to. Chapel -- once or twice. But Lord, I
really have been good. Lo

I got ‘sent to 1Nam, an didn't gripe}e Got sent to the lolet
Figured you had something to do with that; its .a good outfit.
Then I got sent to Ripcord. I guess vyou can!t have everything

But, Lord, my company's been in constant oontaot'fOr the paét”tﬂo--
weeks. Steady, gut-wrenching contact., I been shot at an' missed,
'shit at an' hit -- or so they say. Anyway, Lord... e

This morning;-maybe half a.thoneand Gooks ~-- excuse me -- NVA.
' soldiers, attacked our position. An' us just being seventy-six
grunts of the line. ' .

They hit ue_with everﬁloving thing they had: mortars; RPGs;
rockets; satchel charges; grenades; an' a lot of machine guns an'
small arms, An','so‘helpime Lord, they come at us in a massed
ground attack : : ' '

An' we fought back with all the strength we could muster. Oh, we
did fine. We give a, good account of ourselves, Lord., You'da been
proud. That 1s, jf you can ‘be ‘proud of men killin and woundin'
each other‘

But“that's not my point Lord. We're all just tryin* to do our
jobs. They're doin' what they believe is right, an' so are we,
Its just that I've got a small problem that, maybe, only you can
help fix, '




. ¥'see Lord, I'm a medic by trainin'. 01' Doc they call me. An'

- 01" Doc fixes their hurts, an' gives 'em malaria pills, an' cleans
‘Jungle rot, an' picks out shell fragments, an' puts on fleld
dressin's, an' ties tournequets, an' gets 'em on medevacs, an'

" llstens to 'em bitch -~ excuse me -- gripe about ever'thin' there
_ia to gripe about. ‘That's me, 01' Doc, An' so, Lord...

About thie here: problem We come outta' this thing in a bit worse
'shape than we went in. We got fourteen dead; but that's a lick on
-~ us ~-:the NVA's probably got ten times that., The 0l1' Man's hit
'“through the neck, but he'll make it. His radio operator g hit in
the chest, but:-he'll get by for a while, But, Jesus Christ, Lord,
I got fifty-s£i%x wounded guys here. But that ain't the problem.
- They'll all make it, except for maybe one.  That's my problen,
WLord. ' :

_'I=g@t,him;set,up in thetcorner of two tree roots -- you know, the
‘big ironwoods they got here in 'Nam. Half his face 1s gone, an'

I've got that. bandaged. His rlght arm is burned real bad, an'

" that's wrapped up. He took three, maybe four, AK rounds in the

gut ~— guys say he charged a machine gun position -~ but I've

: =atopped most of the bleedin' an' got my last IV pumpin' into him,
But he's gut-shot, Lord. Right through to the back, an' I think

he‘s gonna' die. ' I don't even know his name.

.. But you cain't never tell, Lord. Some men were meant to die

-before we figure its time, and others not., But asimany as I've
seen go Lord, I recon' this one's ‘goin' rather than stayin’. An'
that's the thing, Lord I don't want him to go. ‘I really don't.

So if you could just deal me one more hand Lord - One more hand, .
"An' if you've ever had a. mind to cheat at cards, or anythin' else
Lord, please do it this one time. If not for me, then for- him. I
need some aces this time, Lord. As many as you'! ve th.

Well, you got the picture, Lord. What ever' you can.do, we?d be
':obliged Amen. = ' ' :

- Of the seventy-six men who. fought the six-hour engagement against
- superior NVA forces southeast of FSB Ripcord on 22 July, 1970:

slx were unscathed; fifty-six were wounded; and fourteen died. 0Of
the wounded: about half were ambulatory; and the rest were in
critical condition. . '

Every one of the wounded made it out alive.

.Martin J. "DOC" Glennon is a pastor in Indiana.




For Lesion Headguarters

WALLINGFORD — Several
jmonths ago the American Le-
(glon Post 187 herc senl an
{American flag to Dan Fsposito,
a local boy who was serving in
Vietnam, Now the [lag is back
dn town and will be flown over
the Jegion headquarters this
Sunday for the Loyelty Day pa-
rade,

to Esposito affer reading a st
ry i1 The Reglsler
Vielnm sold

1ment

4

Dian Esposito, right, and a feliow soldier pose with a flag flying over their Army bunker
fccated in a Vietsam combat zone. Esposito was sent the fiag by the American Legion post

| “here and recenily returned the

i o

N T T e M e e 16

- Viet Saldier

linformation
tthat Esposito was re-enl'st

The legion post senl the flag

{to check the story. the Arimy re-
Lt the!

lems with tha Army's re-enlist
rocedures. The Army’s:

Returns Flag For Parade

burcay  claimed

and the soldier's mother remen
edly said thal Dan had no inten-;

tions of remaining in Vietnam #0d brought it back with him

or the Army. Her boy was com-1 When he came home recently on

ing home to gel married, sheleave. He returned the gesture!|

said. Iby presenting the flag to the le-
Alter sending cut an ini‘\ormwigion post.

tlon officer into Vietnam come

bat zones in search of Es-posito!

gion post decided then to send jon special

Esposilo a flag, rincluding Memorial Day,

/?Q,J,.\]« ) /-\f!ml 32, 7|

The local boy flew dhe flagl
tover his bunker in various com- |,
" ibat zones where he was assigned||

According to Frank Yasensky, j
jadjutant for the local post, the
tracled its announcement of thel .f]ag, will be flown Sunday dur-
‘ef and his prob-isoldiers re-cnlistment, The le-iing the Loyalty Day Parade and|
occasions afler that,|j

flag to the post wher2 it will fiy for the Loyalty Day Parade.

XUAN VE TREN KHAP NEO DUONG
XUAN VE LA CA TINH THUOGNG

CHIEU HOI.

WARNING

¢ SUFFER FROM OCCASIONAL LOSS OF MENTAL STABILITY, AND
BECOME VERY VIOLENT WITH ONLY SLIGHT PROVOCATION. THE
VETERANS ADMINISTRATION HAS ODETERMINED THAT 8QTH
MENTAL AND PHYSICAL HARASSMENT OF MY PERSON MAY BE
HAZARDOUS TG YOUR HEALTH AND WELL
HELL QUT OF MY FACE

BEING S5O STAY THE

THANK YGU

Cﬁ@q&w@b@&c@lﬂa ’



RIPCORD

12 March - 23 July 1970

The Battle for Fire Support Base Ripcord extended from 12 March to 23 July 1970.
During the peak of the battle, from 1 to 23 July, there were 61 KIA and 345 WIA., It was
the most costly action by US Forces during 1970. It was the last major battle of the
Vietnam War that was fought by purely American units, : :

At the center of this cauldron of fire_wére soldiers of the 2-506th Infantry Battalion, and
Bravo Battery, 2-319th Artillery Battalion; 101st Airborne Division. There were others:
infantrymen from sister units; men who flew in jets and helicopters; men who fired
supporting artillery; men who pushed supplies forward; men who kept vigil by the radios;
men: and women who staffed the hospitals; and others, who prowded support ina .
thousand different ways.

The men at Ripcord fought aggressively, and well.

o
Wi

Today, we're looking for these pcople These brave souls who fought thc Batl:lc of :
RlpCOI'd who survived; who aré fnends and relatives of those who fell there. 0

To receive the monthly Ripcord Newslettcr, ﬁll ouit the fomi ~below and send it to: The

Ripcord Association, -¢/0 -Chuck Hawkins, |

**********************************************_’F*************************

Name . : Unit_‘

Address |

Gty _Swe 7p
Phone___ " Nickname |

***#*m********.**********u*u.:_***************H*********M****w*********
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FIND-A~-VET¥

To have your name listed in the FIND-A-VET¥*
préogram, a locator service for veterans who
served in Vietnam, please fill in the form

below, : '

Name
Last . First

Current address:
Street City

State o _ zZip code

Military Information:

Military Unit in Vietnam:
(include Co, Bn, Rgt, Bde, Div,

Branch of Service

l Years Served IN Vietnam from

liome state at time of service in Vietnam

Service #

Please circle shoulder patch worn by your unit, if it appears
here. If not, you may submit a drawing on back of form.

Return for to:
Tom Sutterfield
FIND-A~-VET*
P.0. Box 567 '
Stone Mountain, G2 30086-0567

*Copyright c 1985 by
Thomas W. Sutterfield, all
rights reserved.
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