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Ripcord Reunion “Review” 23 July 03 |
Dear Fellow Ripcorders and Ripeordettes,

As I sit here putting pen to paper, we have a total of 74 people registered for the
reunion in Charleston, South Carolina. There’s been a few changes in the itinerary for
the reunion; they are: there will be NO.Scheduled Tour on Friday morning. I had to T "“”‘%
cancet the busses that I had arranged for, because of lack of response. Some of o, \,
the registration forms that I received, were either left blank or marked “no” for ;
the tour. The busses would have cost us $2200.00 with or without 100 people to
ride them, ergo cancelled.

Do not, I say again, DO NOT! use the registration form that Hawkins
has on the website . . . .It has the wrong information on it. For example, we're
going to Charleston, South Garolina NOT Columbia, South Camlma Use the
registration form that is sent with the newletter only.

We do have a BBQ planned for Thuxsday afternoon, pool mde, at the hotel. ‘Saturday afternoon, we w1ll have a busn~
ness meeting”; to discuss future reunion sites and dates and the newsletter. Saturday evening (nacurally) is the banquet.

As requested by a multitude of people, we have hats, shirts and jackets for sale, along with string ties and books. 1
would greatly appreciate all those that requested the items last year, purchase them this year. We need to fecoup ‘the funds
that were expended for these items.

_ My mest hc:aatfdt thanka 1o tha followmg pﬁoplc, diat since the last newsletter, * dub decp and gcncroualy donated iv
the Association: '

. Bob & Jeanne Smokel, Doc Hams, Bl“ and Shella Wdhams Jim Neff Phil &: Pnscllla Kallar, Steve Wallace and Susan |
Huggins, and Bill and Sheila Williams (again).

See you all, in Charleston, and for those who want to purchase a reunion wine bottle, brmg an extra $25. 00 w1th you,
they're pretty speaal this year,

Fred -Spauldz'-ng

This letter from the c'urre-nt 101st Airborne Division Commandek to

the previous CG. Good readlng on what they accomplished.
Dear General Bagnal:

Greetings from Mosul, Iraq The division 'has now been deployed for over three months and in Iraq for well over
two of those, and T wanted to give you a quick overview of the Screaming Eagles activities during that time. -

The receipt of our soldiers and equipment in Kuwait went very quickly. The first ship with 101st equlpment
artived in early March and we rapxdly unloaded slnps rebuilt aircraft, received- troopers by air, conducted aviation
environmental nammg, assembled units at camps in the Kuwait descrt, planned for combat operations, and rehealsed
for those operations, We went “through the berm” on the heels of the 3rd Infantry Division on 21 March and moved
nearly 400 km in’the first three ‘days, estabhshmg one aircraft refucling base by ground sand using ouf air cavalry and -
an infantry force from 3rd Brigade that air assaulted 385 km to scize the location for a second aitcraft fefuel and rearm
pomt By D+4, we were 400 kilometers into Irag with the bulk of our 3rd Brigade and well over ‘100 dircraft. In add1~
tion, we hacl two large refuelmg bases estabhshed to support air assault and-attack helicopter operdtions, :

Continued on page 2

Quote ofthe Day

: Yau bnow the wor[d 5 gone mad when r/ae best rapper is a white guy, the best golfer is a black guy, the mllcsr guy in the NBA
is Chznese, the Swiss hold the America’s Cup, France is accusing the USA 0f arn ogcmce, and tfae Germn:m dcm twant 1o go to warl”




LETTER FROM COMMANDER, Continned ﬁ-om page 1

_ Unexpeccedly stiff resistance by Ba'ath Party Militia
and Fedayeen regime thugs, as well as incredibly bad
weather (not just fierce dust storm, but at times a mud
storm) and Jogistics challenges' slowed ground operations
for almost 72 hours and brought air operations to a halt.
During that time, we firmly established our bases and built
up additional combat power and logistics stocks by road
from: Kuwait, When the storm: passed  we air assaulted
clements of both st and 2nd Brigades over 400 km
diréctly into combat in'the south and notth: of’An Najaf to
deal with the enemy forces in those areas to protect the
Corps lines of communication that the enemy had cut, We
destroyed the elements in that area in several days of hard
city fighting, and An Najaf, a city with a population-of
over 600,000 and enormous religious significance; became
the fanatical, well-ariied Ba'ath Party militia and regime

. paramilitary forces fighting for their very survival on their

turf in a major city. Of equal importance, we found thac. -

the civilian. population would welcome; not fight, the
arrival of American soldiers. S '

Durmg that time as well, we- destroyed a Repubhoan
Guards infantry battalion, as well as its supporting tank
company and artillery and air defense batteries, in a tough
battle just south of the city of Al Hillah. That fight was the
only one we had in which Republican Guards forces
 fought with determination, employed combined arms, and
massed indirect fires, It was quite a batcle-but the last of i its
kind for us, as the Iraqi high command subsequently
pushed its elements round so much to plug holes that their
anits were no longer coherent, lacked clear central direc:
tion, and lost the ability to fight as combined arms teams.

Simultaneous with the ground attacks, the 101st
Aviation Brigade conducted. a successful night deep attack
and a riumber of excellent armed reconnaissance missions,

-and also provided superb Kiowa Warrior and Apache

- Attack Helicopter close support for the units fighting in An

. Najaf and several other smaller cities. Over the next week
they also supported additional air assaults and ground
operations in which we destroyed the. énemy in two mére
major cities, Karbala anid Al Hillzh, each with a populat;on

- of ovér 500,000 and-in a'number of smaller ciries and
town as well.

- We also contintied- Apache and Kiowa deep armed

reconnaissance missions during those later ground attacks,
~achieving considerable success with each and amassing
_impressive “BDA.” We then air assaulted forces over. one
hundred kilometers notth and cleared South Baghdad, as
well as Al Matimudiya and Iskandlrlya (two-cities south of
Baghdad). Simultanessly, we air, éssa,ulted a batealion . .
several Hundred Kilometers into the s westein ‘desert to
establisha base dt Hl auﬁeld and to'sectire & crmcal dam *
and clear the cny (Haditha) near it, a mission flom WlllCll
we wete released only a couple of weeks ago.

Throughout the heavy combat phase of this opera--
tion, our soldiers performed magniﬂcently and our com-
manders led from the front. Qur air cavalry squadron
commander, for éxample, had two aircraft “shot out from
under him” - although he made it back to the assembly

area without ploblems each time (in all, we had 22
aircraft hit by enemy fire, with all returning to base .
safely). He and his crews pionecred tactics for using
Kiowa Warrior aircraft over built-up areas, and they
destroyed an astonishing number of enemy vehicles,
weapons. systems, arms cashes (enormous everywhere we
went), and personnel, (He has- already. received a Distin-
guished Flying Cross and will soon. receive a Silver Star, as
well), Another. of our. great aviation- lcaders - An, Apache.
company commander - returned from a bartle wounded.
by shrapnel and.wich an unexploded RPG round and two
57 mni‘rounds stlckmg out of his aircrafr (EOD took '
care of the enemy rounds-and medics took care of the -

" captain, and he was back into thé fight two' days later).

Our ground commanders led equally heroically.
'Brigade, batallion, and company commanders were repeat-
edly at the point of decision, such as in Karbala where the
2nd Brigade Commander personally organized under

‘mortar and small arms fire, the massing of five infantry”
‘companies and a tank company; supported by Apaches, _

Kiowa Warriors, artillery, mortars, and close air support
(the Air Forces suppotted us very well throughout) to take
down 4 particularly determined enemy ¢lement in one -
building. During that fight and others, we also had medics

—

who were wounded but continued to work on their fellow

- troopers until they succumbed to their own wounds or

were forced onto a stretcher by their fellow troopers. As

~ you would expect, their are also countless stories of our

squad and platoon’ léaders on the ground inspiring their
men through heroic personal example We even had a

Brigade Command” Séfgeant fiajot réact 1o an anibush’ of

a column of vehicles by diving from his HMMWV, maneu-
~vering on the enemy, and knocking them out with a gre-

nade, thereby saving the column ﬁ'om what likely have
been substantial casualties.

The ﬁghtmg was tough for quite some time. Indica- -

tive of that is the fact that we fired over 3,500 rounds of -~

artillery, employed about 150 sorties of close air support
(including use of precision munitions to take out Ba’ath

Party Militia barracks and headquarters, as well as paramlll- :

“tary bases, in each of the cities we took), shot 14 tdctlcal

missiles (each of which clears-an entire ‘grid square) ex-

pended over 45,000 rounds of Apache and Kiowa Warrior
machine gun ammunition, and used tons of everything else

from small arms through TOW missiles. Every infantry unit
engaged in close combat at some point, every artillery

battery fired multlple missions, and every attack aviation. *
unit conducted numerous close suppolt and. almed recon

mlssmns

to South Baghdad, which we, cleated and;we.were linked .
up with the bartalion. wed, .give 1o 3rd: Infamly Dlvns:om s
clear the Baghdad Airpory terminal and-several $pecial -
Republican Guard locations. (That battalion had a huge.
fight defending against a fierce counterattack the night after
3 ID took the airport. Fortunately, the enemy never real- -
ized that the forward looking infrared radar on our new
TOW missile system allowed our soldiers to see them

Continued on page 3

The mtcnse flghtmg came fo-an, end ,when we- movcd
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_ massing at night well beyond the range at which they:

¥ could-even see our forces. This enabled our troopers to-
hammer the enemy with close air, a1t1lle1'y, and mortars-
before  they even knew we'saw them) "Whife conducting
the detailed clearance operations i south Baghdad and
in séveral cities south” 6f ‘there, ‘we still engaged in small
fights dnd-took’ nearly 20 caslalties, dnd our snrpels and
ourinfantty units killed a couplé dchn more eiemy’ "
durmg that” “slower™ ‘pérro B

Throughout our operatlons, we suffered relatwely
ligh't casualtics conmdermg the nupiiber of enemy killed. To
date, we've lost 3 soldiers in combat | in'Iraq and had 84
wounded in action. Last night, we had a twilight Memorial
Day servicé:for those Screammg Eagles who lost thelr hves
inTraq. o

B ollowmg a week i in South Baghdad we air assaulteci
500 kllometers further north to"Mosul. Our current area of
operations encompasses ‘that city ( the 2nd or 3rd largest in
Iraq, with applox1mately 1.8 million people) and the rest
of northern-Traq. We now havé coalition forces too - one’
company of Albaniati Infaniery in ldnd Rovers and nearly -

tow companies of Free Iraql Forces on foot with captured-

weapons

- 'We have heen successful in establishing secur1ty in
Mosul and are how engaged in a host of activities designed
to get life for the citizens here back to normal - and then
to make it better than normal, We have worked closely
with the remaining police (about 3,000 are on the streets.

~and they are gradually becoriing. produetwe) food disnl-‘ :

* bution folks, banking officials; fuel bureaucrats, wheat
harvesting managets and: fairiers, customs and trade _
officials, schigol and university administrators, etc. We've -
rebuile bridges, collected and secured huge amounts of the
weaponry and ammunition taken out of the formér Sth

- Iragi corps ammunition storage point {a massive facility
approximately 10 square kilometers in size}, and we've
cleared: strects of batelefleld debris gotten power and: water
functioning again, and helped with a variety of other ‘tasks. .
Particularly notable is:that we were able to facilitate the
selection of an interim city/province government, led by
an interim mayor whose brother and cousin were execiited
by Saddam and ‘who was foicibly retired from the Army
(as a Majot General) in 1993 for plotting against Saddan,
He is widely 1espected and scems to be a. capable indi-
vidual, and we're doing all that we can to help him and the
interim government - which has representatives from all
ethnic'groups in this umquely diverse elty achieve success..
All of this has been quite challenging given the ethnic
diversity and: numerous new political parties; And. it “has’
been compotinded:by:eack tiullah, sheik, priest, Kurdish
leader, retired general,: -governumeit minister, and. fortiier -
exile havmg an-urgentineed to meet-with-us: personally and
privately - and nione has ever had a short conversation i

his life!

Our lines of communication now stretch over 1,200
l<1lometers - from Kuwait to Northern Iraq - and, were it

not, four our helicopters, we could.never have survived this

long loglstlcally We have truly “lived off the I—Iook for

much of our time in lraq, although both rail and truck
systems have gradually developed to the point that emer-
genicy tesupply by Chinook and Blackhawk has become less
necessary. (Nonetheless, ourair crews still flew over 10,000
hours in the past 30 days and just tnder 10,000 hours the
pteviotus 30- day period as"we 1) And'recently, we were able
to get C-130s to land at one of the three majox anﬁelds we
control.

In the end as. always in eur Dwmons lustmy, our,
troopers have: found:solitions:to’ e\fery challenge: and. theyf
have resolved.countless amblguous situations. We-are'all |
particulaily proud of our. thousands of “strategic- eorpo~ '_ 3
rals” - the small unit leaders who have, had_t6 make’ snap.”
decisions, often in life-oi-death situations, that havé poten-
tially strategic implications. They ve conmstently dOne :
wonderfully. Co

- This has in'short, been an incredible experience, and it
has béen a true privilege to'be “Eagle 6” during this time. 1
know that you appreciate how I feel in that regaid, Beyond
that, I used to wonder why old men got choked up talkmg
about their comrades; I now know why.

- With thanks for your support of the soldlers of your
Dmsn:m, '

Air Assault!
Very Respectfully, .
‘David H. Petracus

Th|s Artlcle prowded by IVIG
Ben Harr:son, USA Ret

Hl folks -
Very znterestmg perspectwe ﬁom a Mzzrme Lt C'ol on 1 ]uly _
Hey Guys, sorry it’s been so- long since I've sent

anything but.a quick note to: you individually. How
everything have been pretty hectic sitice the end of
hostilities and the start of the real war. Despite whart. the
assholes in the press like to say over and over: .

1) We did expect some armed reststance from the .
Ba'ath Party ancl Peydaheen, :

27 Tt isn't any worse than expected
3) Tnngs are getting bettet each. day, and

4)" The ‘morale -of the- troops is A-1, except f01 tlle -
“normal ‘bitching and griping, - - - e

My brief love’ affair wich the press; espemally the _
guys who; d;the cajones o be embedded with the, .
troops durmg f 'ﬁghtlng, is, prohably over espec1all:'"‘f,£{_
since wé are back’ being criticized by tf Re o
Heady. types that use 1o hand around the Palestine. Hotel
drinking Baghdad Bobs wluskey and pa1r0t1ng hIS
ridiculous B.S,

' I'm in Baghdad now, since SpOpComm 5 is relo- _
cated here from Qatar. It looks, sounds and smells about
the saie. hut at least you can’ get malcers matk at the

'.IJ

C'ontmued on page 4
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local OC, We came up in mid -June to heip set up opera-
tion Scorpion an-Sidewinder, It represents a major (and
long overdue) shift in tactics, Instead of being sitting
ducks for the ragheads we now are going after the worth-
less pieces of fecal matter. (Od Note VERY_ under—, .
stated‘) ' ' '

Im no’ lorger baby~51tt1ng the pukes from CNN
and the canned hams from the nctworks, but have a
combat mission- coordmatmg a bunch of A’ teams, ‘seek- -
ing, finding and rooting out the ‘mostly non-Iraqis’ that
are well-armed, well-paid (in U.S. dollars) and. always ,
waiting to’ wail for the press and then shoot some Gl in
the back in the ‘midst of a crowd.

The only reason the Gls are pxssed (uot demoral—:
ized) is that they cannot touch, must less waste, those
taunting bags of gas that scream in their faces and riot

_on cue when they spot a camera man from ABC, BBC,
CBS, CNN or NBC, If they did, then they know the
next nightly new will be. about how chaotic thmgs are
and how much the Iraq1 people hat us.

‘Some do. But the vast majority don’t and more. and
more see that the Gls don’t start anything, are by and large
friendly, and very compassionate, especially to kids and old
people. I saw a bunch of 19 year-olds from the 82nd
Airborne not return fire coming from:a:mosque until they
got a group of elderly civilians out of harm’s way. So did
the lraqis.

A bunch of bad guys used a group of women and
children as human shields. rhe GIs surrounded them and"
negotiated their surrender fifteen hours later and when thcy
discovered a three yedr-old:girl had been mjured ‘by the big
tough guys throwing her down a flight of stairs, the Gls
«called in-aMedVac helicopter to taker her and her mothel_ (
to the nearest field hospital: The Iragis watched it all, and
there hasn’t been a problem in that neighborhood since.
How many such:stories; and there are hundreds of them, -
ever get-reported-in fair and -balanced press? You know,
nada.:The civilians whe have figuied it out fasver than
anyotie are the local teenagers. They wartch the Gls and try
to talk to them and ask questions about America and now
wear wraparound sunglasses, ‘GAP Trshirts; Dockers (or
even better Levis with the red tags) and Nikes (or Egyptian
knock-offs, but with the “swoosh’ "y and love to listen to
AFN when the GIs play it on their radios, They paiticipate
less and less-in the dethonstrations and help keepus
informed when a wannabe bad-assholes up-in: the neigh-
bothood. The younger, kids are going back toischool: ‘again,

Don’t have 1o listen tg some, muliahy; ram abou,t the Koran ;
neq They see the - same -

ten hotrs 4 day; and ‘they get ‘a ho s
GIs who ma the cormer checkpem

lping elear the

playground, inscall neiw swingsets and creite soccer fields. 1

watched a bunch of kids playmg baseball in one play-

ground, under the superws:on of a couple of Gls from .

Oklahoma, They weren't very good but were having fun,
probably mote then most Little Leaguers.

The placc is still a mess but most of it has been fm
years. But the hospitals are open and are in the process of

being brought-into the 21st: Centuly The MOs and
visiting sutgeons from home age teaching their docs new
techniques and one American .pharmaceutical corpany
(you know, the kind that all che hippies like to scream
about as greedy) donated enough medicine o stock 45
hospital pharmacies.for a year...Safe water is more
available. . Electricity | has been restored to _pre-war, levels.
but. saboteurs keep curting the lmes And, the old Ba'ath.big
shots. are.upset because they can’t get | fuel for: thexr private.
generators: One actually complamed to: Gcnqml Mckeunan,

R

who-told him it'was - a 1oug1 howorld:. ...,

+. ThéMPs' are screening the 80, 000 Iraqn pohce force
and rehabbing the-ones that werén’t goons, shakedown -
artists or torturers like they did in East Berlin, Kosovo and
Afghanistan. There are dual patrols of Iragi cops. and U.S/
U.K./Polish MPs now in most of the larger cities, Basra
has 3.5 million inhabitancs. Mosul is a city of 2 million.
Kirkuk has 1 million, How many and hundreds of other,
small towns have not had riots or shootmgs-” The; ast -
majority.

BN

: Thesix .U K cops were k1lled ina small-_ shiige; ‘Eown
by the ex- cops they were te-habbing, According to a Royal
marine colonel 1 talked to, the town now has about twenty

~ permanent vacancies in its police force...Mick, he’s a big

potato eater from Belfast named Huggins and knows how
to handle terrorists after twenty years fighting with the IRA,
He sends his regards and says he'd love to have you here,
Thinks youd make a greac.police chief, even though the "
cops would be mote frightened of you. than the local
hoods (then he laughcd) ,

T heard one doofus o‘n.MS“NBC the. othe1 night talk

~ about how "nearly 60” Gls have been killed since 01 May.

The truth is that 21 GIs have been killed in combat, mostly
form.ambush, from 01 May through 30 June, Another 29
have been killed by accidents or other causes (two

drowned while swimming in the Tigtis).

The [MSNBC turd] is the same jerk who reported on-
the ait that “dozens of GIs” were badly burned when two
RPGs hit a truck bclongmg to an engineer Battalion that
was parked by a constriction site. The truck was hit'and -
burned, three Gls received minor- injuries (mcludmg the’
driver who burnt his hand) and three warriors of Allah-
were properly sent to cnjoy thelr 72 slave gmls in Paradlse
Hell of a way to get laid. . ' : '

‘A mosque in'that shit hole Fallu;ah blew upthis
morning while the local imam, a creep tiamed Fahlil (who'
was ‘one of ‘the biggest local loudmouths ‘that freqiiently "
appeaied on’ CNN) was’ helping 4 Syrian Hamas membér.
teach eight teenagers how-to make bel¢ bombs. Right away
the TdcaliPeyhadéen propaganda group started whiling that
the Aimericans hititwith a T@W missile (IF they had’ thére
wouldn’vhave been atiymbsqué 16ftl) ahd the usiial sus-
pects took to the streets fot CNN and BBC, Odé fool wis’
dragging round a piece of tin-with-blood on it, clalmlng it
was part of the missile,

*“The cameras rolled and the idiot started repeating his
story, then one of my guys asked him in Arabic where he
had left the rag he usually wote around his face that made

- Continued on page 5
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. him look like a girl. He was a local leader of the

. Feyhadeen. We took the clown in custody and were asked
rather indignantly by the twit from BBC if we were trying
o shut up “the poor man who had seen his mosque and
friends blown up.” I told the-airy-fairy who the raghead

. was and if he knew-Arabic (which he obwously didin’e)
‘he'd-know he wis a-Paléstinian. I suggested wé take him
down to the local jail and we'd lock him ‘and tifs camcfa-"
man iin'a’cellwith th& “poor tiat” andthey could ineeit ™
view him until we took hifn to' ieddquartérs. THey ‘dedlinéd
the invitation. Guess whit played-on the Bullshit'Broadcast-
ing System.that evening? Did. the Americans blow up a
mosque! See the poor man who is still in-a state of shock-
over losing his mosque and relatwes? Yep. Our friend the
Palestinian, : :

Our search and destroy missions are Iargcly at night,
free of reporters and generally térrifying to those brave
warriors of Allah. The only thmg that frightens them more
is hearing the word "Gitmo”. The word is out that a trip’
to Guantanimo ‘Bay is nota Caribbean vacation and they
usually start squealing like the lictle mice they are, whenan
interregator mentions “gitmo”. No wander the interna-
tional Red cross, the national council of churches and the
French keep protesting about the place. They know it has

proven to be very effective in keeping several hundred real

fanatical psychopaths in check and very frankly would
rather see them cut loose to go kill some more Gls or
innocent Americans, just to make. W. look bad.

«« We have about 200 really bad guys in custody now
and probably will park’them in the desert behind a trip roll
of razor wire, backed up by a couple of Bradleys pointed
their way, if they decide to riot. Maybe a few will get to

Gitmo but most are human-garbage.that wouldn’t -take on; .« 4, |-+

your five-year old grandson face-to-face. The mote we go
after them and not vice-versa I thing we will see the sniper
attacks go down. Yeah, theyll get lucky now and then, but
it's showtime, fellows. :

Our first objecmre is to get the die-hards off the

street {or malke them too scared to come out in them) and
“destroy their cashes of weapons (we have collected more
than 227,000 AK-47s and that is only the tip-of the iceberg;
Curly bought nearly a million of them from our. pal
Vladimir}, then cut off their money supply, mostly from
Syria and Lebanon, We must continue to get public services
up and running, so the local families can ger water, sewage
and garbage service; electricity, public transportatlon, oil
fields and refineries working : and a Dinar that won’t halve
in value eve;y month '

- o
years in:Japan, and West Germany) but'if we don’, stick.
with it,.nobody. clse w111 and we’ ll have some-other looney
running the place again. . . :

Its going. to be: a long haul (Lcmcmbe 1t too 1i0~

This place has greater potenual rhan Saudl Arabia
{bunch of goat-herders who stuck black gold) or Iran
(weird dudes who can’t run a rug bazaar much less a major
country).

I keep telling myself even the Democrarts can’t be that
{4"’5(§ *1-1.‘:=.s::

Edbodiindne

iy

5

self-destructivé. But then'I look: at the current line-up.
The cram of the crap. If chat lying lesbian bitch ever gets
elected we're really in trouble. (O’D NOTE:
AAAAMENII Very precise and correct description of the

_scummy Sen. from NY.] by we, I mean the whole world.

She’ll slide just plain Bill in.as the Secretaly—Genetal of thc
U.N. and then the whole world will be trying to rake our |
great country...the greatest ever (and that's coming frqm an
ex- Canuck) down and c1v1lizatlon w1th it

Armagcddon, hme we_come, Remembe;, it locatcd
on the outskirgs of Jelusalem . '

Enough of that cheery speculation The good mnew is?
that General Schoonmaker is going to appointed chief
Army and the old man is coming to Tampa to run the
SpOps desk at Centcomm, He's tops and will be getting his
second star. To me it means that SpOPs will be more
predominant in future operations and after 18 years as GB,
maybe Il have a shot at a bird-level combét command,
The old man asked tne to come to MacDill and be His-

- ACS but I told him after i spent four months changing the-

diapers of the media types, 1 wanted to go back to action.

Hence, my current gig. As the movie quoted old General

Patton, “God help me, I love it” I do. Nothing more
satisfying than working with the BEST damn soldiers in the
world, flushing real human poop down the drain and
giving some folks a chance at trying freedom for a change.
They may learn to like it ant then my great—great grandson
won’t have to worty abeut some maniac trying co destroy
the planet

My tour is gver at thé end of August, and I plajic e5
reurn o Tampa, brief the: old man, then head to San
Rafael and see my two sweéthearts. I'd like to visic my
patents in"Toronto and my brother in London, before -

. taking onsa:tfip-acrossi the country. Just like any other

family. Ic will cha1ge my batteries before I end up back in
some other shit...er, interesting and challenging location. T
hope to see most of you and ask for some advice, not
support. I know I've had that all along, Thanks,

Now about that Malcexs ‘mark. God Bless America:-
Mark

“The world has witnessed the skill and /Jon_ér and |
resolve of our military in the course of battle. We
have seen the character of this new |

generation of American Armed -

Forces, Weve seen thein: .

: darmg against rtuthless ™

' enemzes and their decenq/

N toan, oppressed people..”

sl ~Millions: of Amerwam

N e proud of our mzlztmy, and so am I
I am honored to be the Commander-In- -Chief.”

President Bush .
at MacDill Air force Base, Tampa, Fla., March 26, 2003




This story was told by the CSMA at a Soldiers B, W 4 :afefz?:qdfsthgﬁe Arsenal, Alabama, an d _

recorded by Chaplain fczmesHmderson, stzztzoned there.:: R LI LI R AR R LI DA SRR

Our Commander in Chief

At Walter Reed Medical Center in Washmgton, DC, recently, the Command Sergeant Major of the Army, CSMA),

Jack Tilley, was with a group of people visiting the wounded soldiers. He saw a Spec1al Forces soldier who had Jost his
right hand and suffered several wounds on his face and side of his body.

The CSMA wanted to honor him and show him respect without offending, but what can you say or do.on such a -
‘situation that will encourage and uphft' How do you shake the rlght hand of a soldier who had none? He decided to act.

< to him.:

A and told him that he loved him. What a powerful expression of love for ongiof our wounded. heroes!

And what a beautiful Christlike example! What kind of man would ‘do such a thmg> It was the wounded ‘man’s-
Commander-in-Chief, George W. Bush; Presxdent of the United States. :

e

as though the hand was not mlssmg and grlpped the soldlers wrist while. speakmg words of comfort and encouragement -,

_ But there was another man in that group of visitors who had even brought his wife w;th him to visit the wounded i
[ ¥ho knew exactly what to do. This man reverently took the soldiers stump of a hand in both:of his hands, bowed at the |
" /bedside and prayed for him, When he finished the prayer he stood up, bent over the soldier and kissed him on the head ' |
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